
1EPIPHANY 2025-26

A New Era for 
Kinder HSPVA

Ryan Delahoussaye ’94 and Justin 
Furstenfeld ’94 of Blue October honored 

as 2026 Distinguished Alumni

Curriculum Spotlights:  
Adjunct Faculty, Global Grooves, 

and World Premieres

2025–2026: A YEAR IN REVIEW

THE COMMUNITY MAGAZINE FOR KINDER HIGH SCHOOL FOR THE PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS, PUBLISHED BY HSPVA FRIENDS 



2 EPIPHANY 2025-26 3EPIPHANY 2025-26

A New Era for Kinder HSPVA
HSPVA has always been a pioneer in public arts education. 
We opened in 1971 as the nation’s first public school to bring 
performing arts, visual arts, and academic instruction 
together under one roof. Since then, our incredible 
community of faculty, staff, parents, students, and alumni 
has pushed us to think bigger and advocate to make the 
best arts education accessible for young artists across 
Houston.

This year, we launch a thrilling new era. HISD has given 
Kinder HSPVA the opportunity to build on its success by 
governing our own daily operations. HSPVA Friends, the 
school’s partner for nearly 50 years, is now the official 
Operating Partner of Kinder HSPVA and is responsible for 
the school’s governance, finances, staffing, calendar, and 
curriculum. This collaboration gives Kinder HSPVA the 
freedom its students and teachers need to meet the 
unique demands of a pre-professional, conservatory-style 
arts school.

The cutting-edge governing structure is made possible 
through Texas Senate Bill 1882, which is grounded in the 
understanding that students at the state’s most innovative 
public schools benefit when decisions are made as close to 
the students as possible. This new level of autonomy is an 
incredible accomplishment, earned through the hard work 
of our students, teachers, and administrators over the past 
several decades, who have together created a legacy of 
innovation and success. When HISD approached Dr. Rivas 
with this opportunity, HSPVA Friends and school leadership 
carefully considered it and sought community input. The 
response was unequivocally enthusiastic. Our team is 
honored and ready to steward Kinder HSPVA’s legacy and 
future.

What matters most about Kinder HSPVA remains the same. 
We are still an HISD public school. Admission remains 
based on an equitable audition process that considers only 
artistic merit and potential. And our extraordinary faculty 
will continue providing the rigorous academic and arts 
instruction that has defined HSPVA for generations.

How can you help? Tax dollars will not cover the arts. We 
still need your support! HSPVA Friends will continue to 
raise and disburse the private funds that provide adjunct 
faculty, guest artists, arts supplies, equipment, and 
technology—everything that makes HSPVA the nation’s 
leading arts school. We need your gifts, your volunteer 
hours, and your voice to share Kinder HSPVA’s achievements 
in your communities. Together, these ensure the school 
operates at its full potential.

We hope you enjoy looking back on the 2025-2026 school 
year. The achievements and success stories you see in 
this magazine are made possible by donors like you.

As HSPVA founder Ruth Denney said, “Education is an 
adventure in trust.” Thank you for your continued support 
and your trust. There are great things in store for the entire 
Kinder HSPVA community. We’re excited to get started!

With gratitude,

Alene Haehl Coggin, Executive Director/CEO
Dr. Priscilla Rivas, Principal/Chief School Officer
Janis Jarosz, Chair, HSPVA Friends Board
Angie Eason, Chair, Kinder HSPVA School Board

What is this new partnership model?
HISD has contracted HSPVA Friends to operate Kinder HSPVA, 
including its governance, finances, staffing, and curriculum 
models. This arrangement is made possible by Texas Senate 
Bill 1882, which allows school districts to create Innovation 
Partnerships with non-profit organizations to give individual 
campuses autonomy under a district-supervised performance 
contract. Learn more at txpartnerships.org.

Who serves on the Kinder HSPVA School Board?
The School Board is chaired by Angie Eason (Director of Internal 
Communications and Engagement at CenterPoint Energy). She 
is joined by Victor Cardenas (shareholder at Pappas Grubbs 
Price PC), Anna Eastman (former HISD Trustee and former Texas 
State Representative), Cristina Esquivel (Director of Asset 
Management at Griffin Partners, Inc.), and Dr. Catherine Horn 
(Dean of the University of Houston’s College of Education).  
Learn more about the board members at  
hspvafriends.org/staff-and-board.

Will Kinder HSPVA still be tuition-free?
Yes. Kinder HSPVA is still a tuition-free public school in HISD. The 
school will continue to serve a diverse student body from across 
Houston.

•	 Kinder HSPVA consistently ranks as one of the best schools in the 
city, state, and nation, based on academic performance and college 
readiness scores. 

•	 Students are accepted to Kinder HSPVA based solely on their talent. 
The school does not consider academic history or disciplinary records. 

•	 No student is exited from Kinder HSPVA for poor academic 
performance. The school provides the academic interventions 
students need to stay on track. 

•	 Kinder HSPVA is a tuition-free public school, but its arts curriculum is 
privately funded by generous donors like you. 

•	 In the 2025-2026 school year, 16 students were recognized by the 
national YoungArts program. Nine students were winners with 
distinction and participated in National Young Arts Week in Miami—
more than any other high school in the nation. Two students are 
semifinalists for U.S. Presidential Scholars in the Arts.

What will actually be different?
Most of the changes will happen administratively, not in the 
classroom. School leadership will have more direct authority over 
how the school operates, which means faster decision-making 
and greater flexibility to support students.

Do you still need my support?
Yes. In the art areas, public funding covers only the salaries of 
full-time faculty. Donations from individuals like you, and our 
foundation and corporate partners, provide everything else, every 
single day. More than ever, we will need your support to ensure 
that the entire school can function.

Did you know?

FAQs

HSPVA FRIENDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Janis Jarosz, Chair
M. Kaye DeWalt, Secretary
Frank Angelle, Treasurer
Matt Assiff
Patricia Bonner
Hon. Andrew Edison
Sally Edmundson
Josh Pazda ’03
Kimberly Hickson Spaw

KINDER HSPVA SCHOOL BOARD
Angie Eason, Chair
Anna Eastman, Secretary
Dr. Catherine Horn, Treasurer
Victor Cardenas
Cristina Esquivel

ABOUT
As a Texas Partnership campus, Kinder High School for the 
Performing and Visual Arts is an autonomous, tuition-free 
charter school in HISD operated by its longtime 501(c)(3)  
non-profit partner, HSPVA Friends.

Public funding covers full-time faculty and core academics. 
The conservatory-style arts training that defines Kinder 
HSPVA depends on the generosity of donors like you to 
HSPVA Friends. Your gifts provide adjunct faculty, resident 
teaching artists, specialized instruments and technology, 
master classes, production support, and access to national 
competitions, college auditions, and arts conferences.

LEADERSHIP
Alene Haehl Coggin ’05 
Executive Director/CEO

Dr. Priscilla Rivas
Principal/Chief School Officer

Oscar Perez
Associate Principal/Chief of Staff

Jennifer Lankau Chase
Chief Academic Officer

Matthew Jamison ’10
Chief Advancement Officer

Jonathan Klein
Director of Admissions & Community Engagement

KINDER HSPVA
790 Austin Street
Houston, Texas 77002
(713) 942-1960
www.kinderhspva.org

ON THE COVER 
The Dance Department’s Spring Concert (March 2026). Your 
gifts provided choreography by guest artist Tamisha Guy, 
Dance Lecturer at Barnard College. Photo by Amitava Sarkar.

The 184 members of the Class of 2026 
received more than $46 million in college 
scholarship offers.

Victor Cardenas, Dr. Catherine Horn, Anna Eastman, Dr. Priscilla Rivas, 
Alene Coggin, Angie Eason, Cristina Esquivel

http://hspvafriends.org/staff-and-board
http://www.kinderhspva.org
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And Still We Cross was written by Daniel 
Bernard Roumain, a Haitian-American 
composer whose work blends classical, 
electronic, hip-hop, and African American 
music traditions. The music was paired 
with an essay by Kenneth B. Morris, Jr., the 
great-great-great-grandson of Frederick 
Douglass and the great-great-grandson of 
Booker T. Washington. The piece traces 
themes of migration and resilience across 
American history, from the Underground 
Railroad to the present. Both Morris and 
Roumain were present to speak with 
students about their work, and Morris 
performed the piece with the students.

“It was an honor for Kinder HSPVA to help 
premiere this significant new work,” says 
Instrumental Music Department Chair 
Rodolfo Morales ’94. “Working on a new 
composition is a tremendous opportunity 
for student musicians. The rehearsal 
process is quite different when there is 

In February, Kinder HSPVA students 
brought Unheard Voices to life. This Black 
History Month performance was a student-
led collaboration between the Instrumental 
Music and Creative Writing Departments, 
with contributions from Vocal Music, Visual 
Arts, and Theatre students. Cadence and 
Color, an HSPVA club dedicated to uplifting 
Black and women composers, helped 
organize the event.

The program featured bold interpretations 
of works by artists including Aretha 
Franklin and Stevie Wonder, whose “Sir 
Duke” was reimagined for mariachi. It also 
included the world premiere of And Still We 
Cross, a co-commission between Apollo 
Chamber Players and HSPVA Friends, 
performed by the Evergreen Quartet—
Drayden Johnson ’27, Rashaud Lawrence 
’27, Claire Loggenberg ’27, and Naoto 
Osako ’27—and Creative Writing student 
Mali Gatewood ’27.

HSPVA Friends funds more than 150 adjunct faculty and guest artists each year. These professionals deliver the conservatory-style 
training that defines a Kinder HSPVA education. Many have been part of the HSPVA community for years, even decades. Meet a few 
of them below. We are grateful to all of our adjunct faculty for their dedication and years of service!

no recording to reference or established 
interpretation to study.” The students later 
performed the piece with Apollo Chamber 
Players during their annual concert series 
and at leading music educator El Sistema 
USA’s national conference at Jones Hall.

Unheard Voices reflects Kinder HSPVA’s 
curricular commitment to centering 
artists from diverse backgrounds year-
round, ensuring that students encounter 
and study perspectives that have been 
historically overlooked.

Familiar Faces
LONGTIME CONSULTANTS SHAPE  
GENERATIONS OF STUDENTS

Unheard Voices
A BLACK HISTORY COLLABORATION

Music director and pianist Michael Mertz 
has worked with the Theatre, Dance, and 
Vocal Music Departments since 1999, 
though his connection to HSPVA dates 
back even further. He played his first senior 
recital for the Vocal Music Department in 
1975.

Stefan Herrera (Theatre ’26) says Mertz’s 
high standards have made him a trusted 
mentor. “Mr. Mertz always keeps it real with 
us,” Herrera said. “He’s always honest when 
the work we’re doing simply doesn’t cut it. 
When Mr. Mertz approves, we know we’re 
making truly great theatre.”

Art Fristoe has worked in the 
Instrumental Music Department since 
2009. Today, he teaches jazz piano 
and coaches jazz rhythm section, 
where students learn to improvise 
and perform as part of an ensemble. 
Fristoe believes jazz equips musicians 
with skills they can apply in virtually any 
musical setting. “If you’re going to sing 
at church, join a rock band, or end up in 
Chris Stapleton’s country band, having 
a foundation in jazz is a cheat code,” he 
said.

Collaborative pianist Stephanie Blue 
(Instrumental ’81) has worked with 
HSPVA students since 1982 and serves 
as the band director for All-School and 
Theatre Department musicals. Over four 
decades, she has watched generations 
of young artists develop from nervous 
freshmen into confident performers. 
“Seeing a kid struggle in the ninth grade, 
encouraging them not to give up, and 
then seeing them flourish by the time 
they’re seniors—that’s really cool.”

Brooke Barnes (Dance ‘97) has been teaching at 
HSPVA since 2002. From pop show choreography 
for the Vocal Music Department, dance classes 
in the Theatre Department, and directing fifteen 
All-School Black History Productions, Brooke 
is an integral part of the school and describes 
HSPVA as her “second home.”

“There’s a certain energy at PVA that’s unlike 
any other school I’ve taught at,” she said. “Being 
surrounded by artists who are constantly 
creating and growing is why this place has 
always felt like home.” 

Art Fristoe  17 YEARS

Dance consultant Jeanne Doornbos joined HSPVA in 2005 after a distinguished ballet 
career and years of teaching at the University of Houston. She teaches ballet classes and 
choreographs original works for the Dance Department’s concerts. According to Dance 
Department Chair Courtney Jones ’99, “Ms. Doornbos cares deeply about her students and 
works tirelessly to help them recognize their potential as artists.”

That potential is one reason Doornbos has continued teaching at HSPVA for more than 20 
years. “The students are really thrilled about just being alive, getting to move, and learning 
new things,” she said. “They have their whole lives ahead of them. It’s very rejuvenating.”

Jeanne Doornbos  21 YEARS

Michael Mertz  27 YEARS

Stephanie Blue  44 YEARS Brooke Barnes-Meeks  24 YEARS
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Watch the full performance at 
hspvafriends.org/unheardvoices.

Writers Daniel Bernard Roumain and Kenneth B. 
Morris, Jr., Retired Vocal Music Department Chair 
Patricia Bonner, Apollo Chamber Players Artistic 
Director Matthew J. Detrick

Kenneth B. Morris, Jr. and Mali Gatewood ’27

http://hspvafriends.org/unheardvoices
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In the fall, Theatre students collaborated 
with Broadway performer and HSPVA 
alumnus Fernell Hogan (Theatre ’15) to 
create Yours, Truly, an original devised 
musical built from student-written work.

In devised theatre, rather than beginning 
rehearsals with a finished script, the 
performers and creative team write and 
develop material collaboratively. The 
Theatre Department’s process for Yours, 
Truly reflected a professional devising 
environment, offering students a glimpse 
into a different mode of theatre-making. 
“It was the ultimate test of creativity for 
both the students and myself,” Hogan said. 
“They submitted an incredible collection 
of original work including poems, scenes, 
dances, and songs.”

Lila Johnson (Theatre ’27) submitted 
her original song, “Yours, Truly,” which 
inspired the title and vision for the show. 
Nia Lewis’s (Theatre ’27) poem, “Inside 
Voices,” provided the building blocks for 
a story exploring self-worth, anxiety, and 
the pressures many young artists place on 
themselves.

Over the course of his residency, Hogan 
guided students through revising their 
scenes and songs and weaving in existing 
works by artists like David Ives, Lady 
Gaga, and Kenny Loggins to tell a cohesive 
story. “We didn’t really know what it would 
become,” said Kamila Galindo (Theatre 
’27). “Then we did the first full run-through 
and realized, ‘Wow, we created something 
special.’”

“It was incredible watching students 
realize that the work they had created in 
classrooms, notebooks, and on their own 
could become a full-scale production,” said 
Theatre Department Chair Rozie Curtis. 
“Fernell helped them see that their ideas 
were worth developing and sharing.”

The Theatre Department curriculum 
includes courses in playwriting, acting, 
directing, design, and movement. Yours, 
Truly brought these skills and experiences 
together, reflecting the Department’s 
philosophy that students learn every part 
of the creative process. As Curtis often 
says, “In Theatre, we do it all!”

Yours, Truly
AN ORIGINAL MUSICAL

Instrumental Music students in Kinder 
HSPVA’s Global Grooves elective are 
exploring musical traditions from around 
the world and developing skills that extend 
beyond a traditional music classroom. 
Taught by Houston-area percussionists 
and educators Bensen Kwan and Arthur 
Gilligan, the course introduces students to 
non-Western musical traditions through 
hands-on performance, improvisation, and 
cultural study.

Throughout the year, students studied 
concepts such as Indian ornamentation 
and ragas, learned steel pan performance 
techniques rooted in Trinidadian musical 
traditions, and examined musical styles 
from South Africa. Rather than relying 

on sheet music, students learned music 
by ear, experimented with improvisation, 
studied unfamiliar rhythmic systems, and 
performed on instruments completely new 
to them. 

For many students, the class provided 
their first experience learning music by 
repetition, without a written piece of music 
in front of them.  “At the beginning of the 
semester, students wanted sheet music 
for everything,” said Gilligan. “Now they’re 
much more comfortable learning by ear. I 
definitely feel they’re more fearless now.”

Global Grooves challenges students to 
approach music differently than many are 
used to. “My musical training has been 

very traditional and linear,” Jose Gutiérrez 
(Instrumental ’26) said. “Learning how 
other cultures think about music has 
allowed me to think outside the box and 
approach music more freely.”

The skills students develop in Global 
Grooves extend beyond any single musical 
style. Learning to perform by ear, navigate 
different cultural rhythms, and lead within 
new ensemble structures makes students 
more adaptable and culturally informed 
musicians. Global Grooves helps enhance 
students’ artistry and build skills for viable 
careers in music.

Global Grooves 
MUSIC BEYOND THE WESTERN CANON

In the Creative Writing Department, 
your gifts provide adjunct faculty who 
teach screenwriting and filmmaking, 
as well as cameras, audio equipment, 
and editing software. Scan the QR code 
below or visit hspvafriends.org/shorts 
to watch three short films by Ana 
Alonso ’26, Christine Novelero ’26,  
and Valeria Orozco ’26.

Check out these
short films!

Fernell Hogan
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http://hspvafriends.org/shorts 
http://hspvafriends.org/shorts 
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days, each student meets with at least 15 
college reps in focused sessions of 15 to 30 
minutes. Because every junior and senior 
participates, reps can follow students’ 
progress across two years, seeing their 
work develop.

“It’s a testament to our students and our 
program that college reps want to come 
to HSPVA year after year,” said Visual Arts 
Department Chair David Waddell ’99. “They 
consistently tell us that our students stand 
out for their conceptual skills and because 
they can talk about their inspiration and 
process. That’s not something every artist 
can do well, and we have a track record of 
successfully preparing students for that.”

Kinder HSPVA students regularly walk away 
from Third Coast Week with acceptances 
and scholarship offers from schools like 
Rhode Island School of Design, Pratt Art 
Institute, Parsons School of Design, and 
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.

In the 1970s, HSPVA was one of the first 
schools in the country to bring art colleges 
to meet directly with students on their 
home turf. The idea caught on nationally, 
eventually giving rise to the National 
Portfolio Day Association (NPDA), which 
organizes visual arts portfolio review 
tours with the nation’s best visual arts 
colleges. Today, Kinder HSPVA continues 
this decades-long tradition: Third Coast 
Week, a three-day portfolio review that 
brings nearly 50 art college representatives 
directly to campus each fall.

Third Coast Week is exclusively for Kinder 
HSPVA visual artists, scheduled each 
year to coincide with the NPDA’s tour 
through Texas. Junior and senior Visual 
Arts students spend weeks preparing, 
assembling portfolios of 15-20 artworks, 
practicing interviews, and researching 
the arts conservatories and universities 
attending. In the days leading up to 
the event, the entire department is 
transformed into a gallery. Every inch of 
classroom and hallway space is covered 
with art! Over the course of the three 

Third Coast Week
ANNUAL EVENT BRINGS 
ART COLLEGES TO CAMPUS

3

6

2

5
4

On January 30, 2026, 300 HSPVA supporters 
gathered at the historic Majestic Metro for 
The PVA Show. This annual gallery show and 
auction party benefiting the Creative Writing, 
Dance, Theatre, and Visual Arts Departments is 
your only opportunity each year to collect work by 
Kinder HSPVA artists. The sold-out crowd raised 
more than $88,000—a new record.

Guests browsed and bid on more than 100 pieces 
of student art, alongside auction packages that 
included jewelry, theatre tickets, vacation homes, 
and exclusive experiences. The evening also 
featured yummy food and drinks from Churrascos, 
short films by Creative Writing students, and 
cabaret and dance performances.

1. Sina Tazehzad & Dr. Priscilla Rivas, Serena Paquette & Bob Boblitt  2. Phuong Nguyen, 
Tina Swangphol, Mina Masaeli  3. Mack Hutchison ’27, Elizabeth Hutchison, Elizabeth Klett & 
Adam Hodges  4. Matthew Johnson, Meredith ’95 & Rob Wise, Catherine Johnson  5. Hien & 
Mark Reynoso  6. Jamie Levit ’04, Liz Wogan

The PVA Show is Friday, February 5, at 
Ironworks in the East End. Learn more at 
hspvafriends.org/pvashow.

SAVE THE DATE!

1

Know Your Prints

1

543

2

Ever been curious about the techniques behind the 
student prints you see in The PVA Show? We’ve got you 
covered!

LINOCUT/RELIEF: A design carved out of a linoleum 
block, inked, and printed like a stamp. Artists have to think 
in reverse and carve away areas they do not want to print.

1.	 Phyllophaga by Nina Matin ’26
2.	Seek by Cara Baker ’26

MONOTYPE: A single impression of a design that does not 
use a repeatable matrix. Every print is completely unique.

3.	Valley Aftermath by Mia Flores ’28
4.	Untitled by Carolina Hernandez ’28

SILKSCREEN/SCREENPRINT: A design made using a 
stencil on a mesh screen, with ink pushed through the 
screen to make a print.

5.	What’s In My Bag by Leslie Soper ’26
6.	Ophelia by Scarlenn Silva ’27

SILKSCREEN MONOPRINT: Same process as 
screenprints using repeatable imagery but different ink 
applications. A hybrid technique that allows for more 
painterly prints and experimentation.

7.	 Solitude by Wolfgang Schindler ’27
8.	Eyes of Life by Yuechee Zhang ‘26

6 7 8

RECORD-BREA
KIN

G EVEN
T

http://hspvafriends.org/pvashow
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$931,860

$121,234

$85,601

$1,037,443

$150,823

$132,013

$1,203,572

$161,938

$138,459

$1,180,271

$175,539

$139,193

PROGRAMS

ADMINISTRATION

FUNDRAISING

PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION FUNDRAISING

2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025

$1,300,000

$215,000

$245,000

2025-2026
(projected)

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES OVER FIVE YEARS

$1,400,000

$1,200,000

$1,000,000

$800,000

$600,000

$400,000

$200,000

$ -
2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026

(projected)

2025-2026 PROGRAM EXPENSES

TEACHERS

SERVICES

Adjunct Faculty
Artists-in-Residence
Master Classes

Accompanists
Box Office Management
Instrument Tuning and Repairs

INDIVIDUAL STUDENT SUPPORT

Summer Programs
Private Lessons
College Audition Access

MATERIALS

Daily Classroom Supplies
Instruments, Technology, Equipment
Scripts and Sheet Music
Sets and Costumes

CONNECTIONS

Field Trips
Professional Development
Partnerships with Arts Organizations
Middle School Outreach

CAPITAL NEEDS

Studios Galleries
Theatres Common Spaces

51%

7%

16%

17%

6%
3%
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HSPVA Friends hosted the 20th Annual 
Encore Luncheon, Live and Unplugged, 
on March 26, 2026. Luncheon Chairs 
Janis and Paul Jarosz welcomed 270 
guests on to the Denney Theatre stage 
to celebrate 2026 Distinguished Alumni 
Ryan Delahoussaye (Instrumental Music 
’94) and Justin Furstenfeld (Theatre 
’94) of the band Blue October. The 2026 
Encore Luncheon raised a record-breaking 
$391,000 for Kinder HSPVA programs.

Guests enjoyed a performance by Kinder 
HSPVA’s Jazz Brass Band, as well as short 
films by Creative Writing students and 
original artwork. In their keynote address, 
Delahoussaye and Furstenfeld shared 
stories about their time at HSPVA and 
the high standard the school set for how 
they work and collaborate with others. 
They capped the event off with acoustic 
performances of their songs “All That We 
Are” and “Fear.”

Over the past three decades, Blue October 
has accumulated more than a billion 
streams and eighteen Top 40 singles, 
including “Into the Ocean” and “Hate Me,” 
and built a fiercely loyal global fanbase.

Read more and see more photos at 
hspvafriends.org/encore2026.

1. Ryan Delahoussaye ’94, Encore Chairs Janis & Paul Jarosz, Justin Furstenfeld ’94  2. Kaye DeWalt, Rusty Hardin  3. Victoria Lazar, Grant Dorfman, Alene 
Coggin, Bob Boblitt  4. Dr. Priscilla Rivas, HISD Superintendent Mike Miles, Alene Coggin  5. Patricia & Brian Wycliff, Fan & Peter Morris 6. Chris Goins & Josh 
Pazda  7. Mark Folkes, George Lancaster, Sally Edmundson  8. Devon Anderson, Deborah Keyser  9. Jarrod Martin, Jennifer Hardy, Nick Lawson,  
Avi Moshenberg  10. Marita Fairbanks, Rodrigo & Ellie Herrera ’89, Marci Dallas  11. David Mincberg  

1

2 3

4 5

6 7

8 9

10 11

On September 14, 2025, Kinder 
HSPVA welcomed more than 1,800 

guests to MusicFest. HSPVA families, alumni, 
prospective students, and community members 
took in more than 30 concerts, recitals, and jam 
sessions from HSPVA’s 350 Instrumental and Vocal 
Music students.

This year’s MusicFest raised a record-breaking 
$108,000 to support music curriculum essentials, 
from instrument repair and sheet music to adjunct 
faculty for every ensemble and partnerships 
with professional arts organizations like AFA and 
Houston Symphony. Thank you to everyone who 
came out and celebrated with us!

MusicFest 2026 is Sunday, September 27. 
Get your tickets at hspvafriends.org/musicfest.

SAVE THE DATE! 
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http://hspvafriends.org/encore2026
http://hspvafriends.org/musicfest
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$50,000+
The Boblitt Family

$25,000+
Holly and Jim Baker
H-E-B
Janis and Paul Jarosz/
     Christian Brothers Automotive
Kinder Foundation®
Legacy Enhancement

$10,000+
Anonymous
AFA
Evelyn and Frank Angelle
Wendy Montoya Cloonan and Shawn Cloonan
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
Betsy Eason and Tom Stilwell
Donna Lax-Edison and Andrew Edison
Sally and Philip Edmundson
Christi and Keith Guerrini
Tissy and Rusty Hardin
Jennifer Hardy and Daniel Serrato
Jennifer and David Jordan
Marvy Finger Family Foundation
Fan and Peter Morris
The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
Heather and Chris Powers
Beth Robertson
Vivian L. Smith Foundation

$5,000+
Dr. R. Scott Allen and Dr. Scott Harrell
Lou and John Black
The Family of Auden and Emerson Chen
Alene and Travis Coggin
Marci and Stewart Dallas
Christina Deajon
Angie and Grant Dorfman
Susan Elmore/Elmore Public Relations
Catherine and Jim Evans
Kelly and Greg Funderburk
Chris Goins and Josh Pazda
Katie Beth and Adam Gottlieb
Konnie Gregg
Jennifer and Stewart Gwyn
Holly Hill and Aaron Nelson
Marjorie Hong and Ravi Ramachandran
The Immunization Partnership
Catherine and Matthew Johnson
Carey Jordan and Brian Simmons
Christina and Damien Lyster
DeLenn Maples and Taylor Faulkner
Misty and Surena Matin

Anna and Jonny Havens
Julia A. Heard
Bettina Hebert
Shannon Hesse and Tony Kitai
Jennifer and Jeff Hill
Grace Ho and Joe Goetz
Jing Jing Huang and Aaron Haddon
Meiling and Phillip Huang
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP
Nicole Hurst Music Fund
Yve and Pat Huttenbach
Dai Huynh and Scott Bowers
The Institute for Spirituality and Health
Lynn and Herb Jamison
JLL, 1300 Main Street
Tayyba Kanwal and Rashed Haq
Jennifer and Richard Kenner
Deborah Keyser and James Stafford
Yunnie Kirana and Christian Wilkinson
Victoria and Alex Lazar
Amber and Albert Lazcano
Cindy Lee and Kiat Chong
Megan and Bradley Lembcke
Brooke and Matt Lenker
Helen Little
Kristen and Matthew Loden
Bud Luther
Simone and Sean Maher
Lynn and Jerome Mauricio
Amanda May Musical Theatre Fund
Darla and Rob May
June and Chris Mehler
Claire and Tony Mello
Emily and Jason Messa
Susu and Fred Meyer
Crista and Gary Miller
Gene Minnich
Jodi and Eyal Muscal
The Muthukumar Family
Paulette and David Norman
Rachel and Tomás Paéz
Vicki and Herb Pasternak

Jenny and Jason Mauk
Jane and James May
Laura McWilliams
Paragon Private Wealth Management/ 
     Lee and Lauren Lindsay, CFP®
Julia and Will Robinson
Marina and Bryan Smalley
Teran Smith and John Caffey
Kimberly Hickson Spaw and David Spaw
Martha Claire Tompkins
Patricia and Brian Wycliff

$2,500+
Anonymous
Irma Alarcon and J. Alejandro Rauh-Hain
Stacy and Jim Anderson
Luci Christian-Bell and Michael Bell
Patricia Bonner
Patricia Bonner Music Fund
Shannon and Ryan Brennan
Rochelle and James Cabe
Ginger Cathey and Carlos Ramos
Molly and Chandu Chilakapati
M. Kaye and Alex DeWalt
Discovery Green Conservancy
DocFest
Jeanne Doornbos and Michael Maher
Anna and Brad Eastman
Jodi and Matt Edgar
Claire and Lavelle Edmondson
Karina Farek
Anita and Lain Gray
Lisa Gutierrez
Kylie and Todd Hoke
Omotola Hope and Chinedu Amankwe
Monica and Vik Kalra
Kathryn Ketelsen
The Kinsel Family
Elaine and Peter Loggenberg
Sara and Stuart McKenzie
Kathleen Meyer and Everard Santamarina
Mary and J.D. Moore
Kristina and Gerald Nemec
Satoko and Ichiro Osako
Robbie Pape
Barbara and Vidal Ramirez
Lillie Robertson
Janice and Eric Sandberg
Schulman, Lopez, Hoffer & Adelstein, LLP
Meghan and Micah Simecek
Melanie Sohl
Rachel Speight Memorial Fund
Sutar Sutaruk Meyer Foundation
Tina Swangphol and Borre Eriksen

Pastorini-Bosby Talent Agency
Lee Ann and Brian Payne
Mary and Marco Piña
Lisa Pollard
Janet and George Randolph
Leslie and Kevin Roach
Laura and Neal Sahni
Don A. Sanders
Emily Schreiber
Emmanuelle and Douglas Schuler
Service Corporation International
Joe Shemenski
Tracy and John Shepperd
Casey and Matthew Sitton
Claire Smith and Russell Murrell
SmithGroup
Nomi and Brett Solomon
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Texas Medical Center
Coco and Valvert Thompson
Giang Tran
Sonia Tran
Mollie and Simon Trubek
Phoebe and Bobby Tudor
Katri Typpo and Kristoffer Pun
Marie and Andy Unanue
Tamra and J. Michael Vinson
Nan Wallis
Donna Warndof and Richard Ford
Olena Weaver
Wells International Foundation
Heather and Bob Westendarp
Lauren and Will Whitehead
Justin Whitley
Lee Whitley
Sylvia and Jerry Wilkenfeld
Christina and Dusty Wilkerson
Kate Martin Williams and Eric Williams
Lisa Wyche
Jane Yan and Hui Chen
John B. Young
Resha and Gabe Zazueta

Yvette and George Temple
Marisa and Josh Thomas
Susie and Josh Vanlandingham
Jennifer and Steven Vaughan
Heather and Byron Williams
Jessica and Travis Williams
Angela and David Winston

$1,000+
Anonymous
The Amador Family
Amegy Bank
Annie Arnoult and Austin Lysy
Frances and Tim Arnoult
Sue Bailey and Peter Christman
Anne and Arturo Barragan
Rachel and Mark Berins
The Bhavsar Family
Dawn and Mitchel Blitz
Drs. Camille and John Boon
Jason Brinker and Josh Frey
Ralph Burch
Barbara J. Burger
Kristen and Kevin Burke
Hiram Butler
CBRE, America Tower
Song and Ricardo Chang
Lorinna Heng-Chap and Kevin Chap
Moe and John Cheshire
Susan Cooley
Theresa Craig
Stephanie Crochet and Brannon Rogers
Natalia Kverashvili Cullather and 
     Anthony Cullather
Mary Davies and Gabriel Sawakuchi
Anne Dayton and Armando Gonzalez
Ann Deaton
Julia Dhrako and Georgios Angelis
Gwendolyn and Paul Dixon
Jamie Duke
The Hon Duong Memorial Fund
Sarah Elmusrati and Haitam Alageli
Cristina Esquivel
Elizabeth Essner and Nils d’Aulaire
Yoko Fan
Becky and Seth Flechsig
Danny Frank Music Fund
Karen Ostrum George and Larry George
Lainie Gordon and David Mincberg
Neil Gross
Sam and Ryan Grush
Bin Guo and Zixin Wu
Taylor Giannasi and Jason Hamilton
Kara Hardesty and Wes Thoman

$500+
Anonymous
The Abernathy Family
Aisha Albimani and Lyle Wincentsen
Chinhui and Eddie Allen
Olena and Israel Alonso
Rachel and Mark Austin
Shane and Mathew Axcell
Rajani Priya and Srinivas Ayilavarapu
Kim and Paul Bertrand
Natalya and Michael Bleyzer
Lauren Borges
Kate and Rick Brennan
Terri and Barry Brown
Carolina Budeguer and Miguel Kremenliev
Joanne and Grayson Bush
Amy and Andy Cao
Alisha and Barry Carrier
Andrea and Mark Cashiola
Andrea Catalano and Robert Ferrier
Irene Chang and Daniel Fu
Monica Chau
Hua Chen and Hong Ma
Kim Nguyen-Coleman and Lewis Coleman
Terry and Martin Cominsky
Allison and Kevin Cooper
Amanda and Kirk Craig
Shelah and Chris Crear
Vicki Curry
Catherine Dauterive
Jennifer Davis and David Senftleber
Justine Waitkus Day and Anthony Day
Starr and Chad Dickerson
Maya Diep
Anabel and Sebastian Esparza
Amy C. Evans
Kimberly and Chris Evans
Mary and James Farek
Brie Flood
Regine and Gallin Fortunov
Jamie Foster
Cece and Mack Fowler

Thank you to our generous 2025-2026 donors!
You make Kinder HSPVA the best tuition-free, public arts high school in the nation.

DONOR LIST

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Class of 2026 Visual Arts Parents
HSPVA Friends and the Visual Arts faculty extend a huge thanks to the Class of 2026 Visual 
Arts Parents. They have been a constant, dependable presence throughout their students’ 
four years at HSPVA: providing hospitality to college reps during Third Coast Week, hanging 
and framing artwork and collecting silent auction items for The PVA Show, running their 
Middle School Workshops, hanging the annual summer juried exhibition, and so much more.

“The Class of 2026 Parents care deeply 
about the department and are always 
willing to jump in wherever help is 
needed,” said Visual Arts Department 
Chair David Waddell ’99. “Their support 
has allowed the faculty to focus on 
teaching and the student experience. 
Thank you for everything you have done 
for us!”

Sarah Elmusrati, Kristen Burke, Meredith Wise, 
Linda Barcot, Jasmine Lynch, and Katrina 
White, pictured here, are just some of the active 
volunteers from this incredible class!

Endowed 
Funds
•	 Dr. R. Scott Allen Endowment
•	 William Franklin Carleton 

Endowment
•	 Ed and Birdie Dawley Endowment
•	 Mark di Suvero Endowment for 

Sculpture
•	 Andrea Guenther Endowment for 

Piano Studies
•	 Gay Ann Gustafson Endowment
•	 Houston Conservatory of Music/

Mozart Hammond Endowment
•	 Eileen Montgomery and David 

Sheard Endowment
•	 Bob Ostrum Endowment for Jazz 

Studies
•	 The Harris Wittels Endowment
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Bobby Frank
Andrea and Kenny Freedman
Jo and Jim Furr
Mindalyn Galli
Lou Garcia
Heather Hochberg-Garrett and Neal Garrett
Jessenia Garza
Ann Gerges and Vasco Cheuk
Cindy and Will Giesen
Pamela Griffin
Michael Hackett
Paige and George Hagle
Krissy and Hunter Hammill
Melina and Stephen Hebert
Chastity Henderson and Greg Gor
Janay Henry
Paula Hertel and Sundararajah Thevananther
Ronith Epelbon Hochman and Matias Hochman
Joe Hoffer
Cathy Horn and John Clegg
Ya-Ling Hsiao and Shing-Jyh Chang
June Hu
Pam and Joe Hurst
David Jans
Claudine Johnson and Eric Tait
Jackie Kirksey
Elizabeth Klett and Adam Hodges
Nazia and Shiraz Lakdawala
George C. Lancaster
Julia Barbosa Landois and Daniel Engster
Rosina Migliori-Lane and Paul Lane
Anastaja and Mark Ledet
Melissa and Ben Vansant
Georgia Lister
Jingjing Liu and Guocan Wang
Barbara and Jonathan Lowe
Rachel Lowe and Ken Piddington
Paty Lynn
Tina and Ron MacInnes
Virajitha Maddipati and Ramoj Paruchuri
Ginger and Grant Marblestone
Sandi Marchand
Barbara Marin and Roger Soto

Callie Ayers
Maria Balderas
Linda Barcot
Bay Area Raceway
Bayou City Art Festival
Lauren Berger
Tamara Biser-Sherborne
Minnette and Peter Boesel
LaCoya Boone
Chris Bowdle
Rebecca Brunton
Daisy Cerezo
Francisco Cerezo
Elizabeth Chiao and Raul Ramos
Rabeea Collier
Susan Colvin
Emily Conner
Susie and Sanford Criner
Algenita Scott Davis
Jorge Delgadillo
Hollie Doan
Anne Eamon and Mark Schatz
Maria Edmundson
Udoro Ekpin and Marquis Gatewood
Shani Evans and Scott McNallan
Trudy Evans
Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish Community Center
Kerry Ann and Jon Faro
Amanda and Roman Flores
Dinela and Johnny Flores
Mark Folkes and Chris Johnston
Emily and Matthew Garcia
Maria Gerard and Enrique Peyro
Eithne Goetz
Ashlee and William Gulley
Teresa and Steven Hakel
Christine and Sean Haley
Matthew Hartman
Amanda and George Heathco
Tamara Hochman
Tiffany and Ryan Hogue
Holly and Ruben Hope
Denae Hough

Amanda Marshall
Rebecca and Sean Marshall
John Matassa
Rhoda Matiru and Fred Machoka
Gabrielle and Jonathan McBride
Juliet and Frederick McBride, IV
Brandy and Caleb McDaniel
Adria and Steven McDonald
Ashley and Robbie McDonough
Juliet and Mike McFarland
Emily and Jason Medley
Bobbi Jo and Chad Miller
Tracie Smith-Miller and Eric Miller
Ruthi Drori Mitelman and Guy Mitelman
Ann Moore and Mark McCullough
Jennifer Moore and Tom Day
Elsa Munoz and Eli Jurado
Olga Neldushkina and Andrew Tully
H. Joe Nelson, III
Lisa Nguyen and Viet Do
Rebecca Norton
Christina and Chris Oneal
Kelly and Joab Opot
Michell Rios-Ordonez and Edgar Ordonez
Jessica Orta
Andrea Osborne and Brian Greene
Shawn Parks
Dr. Gary W. Patterson
Grace Pei and James Kwon
Magdalena Peixoto and Adam Andrich
Performing Arts Houston
Ashley and Chad Pinter
Angela Pitcher
Amelia and Paul Quizon
Dana and Craig Raborn
Steven Rech
Lilly and Robert Reilley
Hien and Mark Reynoso
Kory and Jay Richards
Lillian Salinas and Mike Bumgardner
Sara Santiago and Marcelino Cantu
Diane Schafer-King
Marc Schindler

Michelle and Nick Hubbard
Elizabeth and Chris Hutchison
Nedre Deajon-Jackson and Jonathan Jackson
Stacey Jackson
Stacey and Allen Jefferson
Dawn and Lance Johnson
Lisa and Chris Joubert
Marjorie Trace-Juge and Michael Juge
Joan Kemmet
Kroger
Pam and George Laflin
Magret and Charlie Lan
Jennifer and John Leach
Beverly and Leon Levinson
The Linda Family
Justin Lindabury
Tyanne and Michael Lindsey
Fiona Lofthouse and James Wilson
Moramay Lopez-Alonso and William Suarez-Potts
Deborah Lugo and Andres Gonzalez
Jia Luo and Shuo Liu
Leah Madof
Aparna and Vipul Mankad
Jarrod Martin
Amy McKenzie
Destiny and Khayri McKinney
Sarah Metsa and Mark Camfield
Myrick Mitchell
Travis Mohle
Helen and Doc Morgan
Avi Moshenberg
Kate Nelson
Dr. Robert S. Nelson
Judy and Scott Nyquist
Amelia Hidalgo-Olaizola and Alesander Olaizola
Kimia Olfat and Ali Saremi
Kirsten Ostherr and Peter Killoran
Kimberly and Landrum Price
Johanna and Max Pule
Tracy and Joel Ramsborg
Nekeya Rashid and Rodney Allen
Kristine Richards
Wayne Richards

Alison Wimmer Schmieder and Jens Schmieder
Jane and Dick Schmitt
Noah Schwartz
Falguni and Kaushik Shah
Christine and Paul Smith
Emily and Nathan Smith
Carisa and Darwin Socco
Gabriela Stakes and Alfredo Anguiano
Melanie and Paul Steel
Carla and Robert Stevens
Christy and Matt Stewart
Scott Talbert
Tamara and David Thompson
Ashley Throckmorton
Edda Tinis
Donique Trotter
Mery and Bob Turner
Fredricka and Eugene Vaughan
Tina Villard
D. Marie Wagner
Mireya and Joel Wahl
Ruth Warndof
Katrina White
Carrie and Jeff Whiteley
Carrie and Neil Willard
Tasha and Henry Wilson
Meredith and Rob Wise
Elizabeth and Rex Wogan
Ashley and Nick Worley
Karen Xu and David Weaver
Jiali Yang and Wesley Harris
Fay Yarbrough and Arthur Terry
Denise and Andres Zamberk
Nicole and Lance Zierlein

$250+
Anonymous
Carmen and Rudy Abrego
Jonathan Actkinson
Clint Allen
Miah Arnold and Raj Mankad
Kathryn and Mark Artlip
Lisa and Matt Assiff

Gabriela and Jay Richardson
Leslie Richardson
Alysia and Howard Robertson
Mark Robertson
Gretchen and Louis Rossitto
Leslie Contreras Schwartz and Michael Schwartz
Julie and Richard Schwarz
Claudia Segura
Shreela and Vibhu Sharma
Sonya Shernak
Laura and Nathan Siebert
Myra and Rayford Smith
Jill and Cole Standley
Jennifer Tesone
The Tiago de Melo Family
Michelle and Steven Townsend
Claudia and David Vassar
Allison Woodall
Tiffany Wrenn

We also sincerely thank the 
other 947 generous donors 
whose contributions are  
not listed.

To view the full donor list,  
visit hspvafriends.org/ 
2025-2026supporters.

To give to HSPVA Friends and 
see your name on the next list 
(August 1, 2026-July 31, 2027), 
visit hspvafriends.org. For 
questions about giving, please 
contact Matthew Jamison, Chief 
Advancement Officer, at  
mjamison@hspvafriends.org.

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Karen Ostrum George
Karen has supported Kinder HSPVA for more than 
25 years. A former HSPVA Friends Board Chair 
and Treasurer, she also co-chaired Encore 50, 
celebrating HSPVA’s 50th anniversary. In 1999, with 
support from Ralph S. O’Connor and the Martel 
Foundation, Karen established the Bob Ostrum 
Endowment for Jazz Studies at HSPVA Friends in 
honor of her father, a lifelong jazz fan. If you attend 
any HSPVA jazz concert, you will likely see Karen in 
the audience.

Karen is a Rice University Trustee Emeritus and 
Past President of the Association of Rice Alumni, 
and she continues to serve Rice in many capacities. 
She is a former Board Chair of Planned Parenthood 
of Gulf Coast and serves on the board of The 
Women’s Home.

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Julia Robinson  
(VOCAL MUSIC ’07)

Julia is an HSPVA alumna and a jazz singer who 
performs around Houston with her band, Julia & 
The Standards. She has supported HSPVA Friends 
for more than a decade. She chaired the 2017 
Encore Luncheon and, for the past two years, has 
sponsored a stage at MusicFest.

“HSPVA was my saving grace,” Julia said. “It gave me 
a family that never really graduates, a community 
of artists who continue to inspire, encourage, and 
celebrate one another through every season of life. 
That spirit of generosity is something I have carried 
with me throughout my life and career.”

Julia serves on the board of DocFest and is active 
with Houston Shakespeare Festival. She and her 
husband, Will, are also supporters of the Orange 
Show Center for Visionary Art.

Bob Ostrum and Karen at HSPVA’s  
Spring Jazz Festival in 1999

Karen and retired HSPVA 
Jazz Director Warren Sneed ’78 Will and Julia Robinson
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SAVE THE DATE!
October 16-18 & 23-24, 2026

Don’t miss the 2026 All-School Musical, Grease! One of the most beloved musicals of 
all time, Grease will transport you back to Rydell High in 1959, where leather jackets, 
poodle skirts, and the music of a generation set the stage for a classic story of love 
and friendship. 

Broadway star and HSPVA alumnus Kevin Cahoon (Theatre ’89) returns to Houston to 
direct. Cahoon’s Broadway credits include the original casts of The Lion King, Chitty 
Chitty Bang Bang, The Wedding Singer, and Shucked, for which he received a 2023 Tony 
Award nomination for Best Performance by an Actor in a Featured Role in a Musical.

The Kinder HSPVA All-School Musical features 100+ student performers, designers, 
technicians, and musicians from all six art departments: Creative Writing, Dance, 
Instrumental Music, Theatre, Visual Arts, and Vocal Music. Don’t miss this truly 
collaborative production!

Kinder HSPVA presents more than 100 public concerts, performances, and gallery 
shows each year. That’s more than most professional arts organizations in Houston. 
Every event is produced by students and made possible by donor and patron support. 
Join us!

@HSPVAFRIENDS
HSPVAFRIENDS.ORG

CHECK OUT THE FULL 
2026-2027 SEASON 
at hspvaboxoffice.com.

YOUR GIFTS TO HSPVA 
FRIENDS PROVIDE

Adjunct  
Faculty and 

Guest Artists

Field Trips and 
Partnerships with 
Arts Organizations

Capital Needs 
for Studios and 

Performance Spaces

Professional Arts 
Services and Box 

Office Management

Daily Classroom 
Supplies, Instruments, 

Technology, Equipment

Middle School  
Outreach and  
Engagement

http://hspvafriends.org
https://www.facebook.com/hspvafriends/
https://www.instagram.com/hspvafriends?fbclid=IwY2xjawT-wrhwZG9mBWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMTlROXB6dzBsUFpZMTNLYkhzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeGnx4OsaIoATo_8iDgf-kXIWMLQtkNH2lizA-8q3_f6WMYHeZMNjrA6rFNY8_aem_IDNtpYwnMTdrRFUD9uHMow
http://linkedin.com/company/hspvafriends
http://hspvaboxoffice.com

