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Unprecedented $10 million public-private partnership proposed to support 

the High School for the Performing and Visual Arts 

 

$7.5 million lead gift from Kinder Foundation offered to support 

integration of arts and education facilities 

HOUSTON – October 7, 2016 – In an unprecedented partnership, a private donor and non-

profit organization are collaborating for the benefit of a Houston Independent School 

District (HISD) public school. Today, HSPVA Friends, the non-profit dedicated to raising funds 

for the High School for the Performing and Visual Arts, launches a $10 million capital 

a paig  to e su e that the s hool’s lo g-awaited downtown campus opens with top-

caliber arts learning facilities. The Kinder Foundation, a supporter of HSPVA Friends since 

2008, is stepping up with a lead gift of $7.5 million, pending approval by the HISD Board of 

Trustees.  

HSPVA’s e  a pus, desig ed  the Housto  offi e of Ge sle , opti izes the 
integration of arts and academics. The project received substantial funding of $80.2 million 

from the 2012 HISD bond election and a groundbreaking ceremony was held in December 

2014. Construction began in February 2016 with the understanding that additional funding 

would be required to bring this 21st-century facility to fruition. Throughout the planning 

process, HSPVA Friends stood ready to mobilize a capital campaign to ensure a margin of 

excellence from day one in the new facility by bridging the gap between the bond funding 

a d the s hool’s spe ifi  eeds. 

This summer, HISD informed HSPVA Friends of the additional funds needed for 

buildouts, enhancements, equipment, and furnishings and the campaign launched its quiet 

phase.  

I  e og itio  of the Ki de  Fou datio ’s e t ao di a  lead do atio , a d pe di g 
HISD Board of Trustees approval on October 13, upon opening the new downtown school 

will be named the Kinder High School for the Performing and Visual Arts. A policy allowing 

this type of naming opportunity was adopted by HISD in November 2015.  

HSPVA is a o ld-class school because of support from HSPVA Friends and the 

e ti e o u it ,  said HISD T ustee Mi hael Lu efo d, ho is i gi g the p oposed gift 
fo a d fo  the Boa d of Edu atio  to o side . All HISD s hools eed this ki d of a ki g, 
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and I want to thank HSPVA Friends and the Kinder Foundation for setting the example and, 

hopefull , i spi i g futu e do o s to i est i  othe  Housto  s hools.  

Ne  HISD Supe i te de t Ri ha d Ca a za said the it ’s histo  of st o g 
philanthropic support for public education helped draw him to Houston.   

O  ehalf of the hild e  of HISD, I a t to tha k the Ki de  Fou datio  fo  this 
ge e ous do atio ,  said HISD Supe i te de t Ri ha d Ca a za. With this do atio , the 
Kinder Foundation is sending a strong message to our children that Houston is a city that 

recognizes the critical role that the arts play i  e e  stude t’s edu atio . As a dist i t, e 
are committed to ensuring that the pipeline of artistic talent pouring into HSPVA reaches 

every segment of our strong, diverse city. This donation provides the momentum we need 

to ake that happe .  

Bob Boblitt, Board Chair for HSPVA Friends, said, "Friends is incredibly grateful for 

the Kinder Foundation's interest and investment in HSPVA, which would allow for the 

immediate funding of critical campus enhancements and provide remarkable opportunities 

for the students and faculty for many years to come. This new campus is a symbol of 

Houston's values, representing the highest level of public education, the importance of the 

arts, and the enrichment of downtown. Other cities across the country have already 

invested in their arts education facilities. Now, in addition to HSPVA's 45-year legacy of 

success, Houston's students will have the tools they need to achieve their goals."  

Long-time supporters of HSPVA Friends, Rich and Nancy Kinder saw an opportunity 

to ake a ea i gful i pa t at this s hool that has p odu ed so e of Housto ’s ost 
talented writers, musicians, actors, dancers, and visual artists. According to Kinder 

Foundation Chairman Rich Kinder, We a e pleased to ha e this oppo tu it  to o ti ue to 
support HSPVA, a school that has a well-dese ed eputatio  fo  e elle e.  

The 168,000 square foot, five-wing campus includes academic classrooms and 

learning centers; studios for creative writing, dance, music, visual arts, and recording; a 

costume and scene shop; an 800-seat main theater; a 200-seat mini theater; a 150-seat 

black box theater; a 150-seat recital hall; indoor and outdoor dining areas; and two levels of 

underground parking. The campus, which will be complete in the third quarter of 2018, is 

ideal for the 750+ students, all of whom must audition for placement, and come from 

diverse racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic groups, united in art.  

With this potential lead gift by the Kinder Foundation, and the more than $670,000 

pledged by the Board of Directors, HSPVA Friends launches its capital campaign – Build the 

Extraordinary. Inspire Dreams. – to raise the remaining $1.83 million of the $10 million 

goal. The campaign will ensure that the new campus will include the features students need 

to develop skills in all of the artistic areas offered by the school. It will also provide for 

ongoing maintenance of the equipment provided as well as the programming required to 

keep the fa ilit ’s a tisti  spa es ope atio al fo  de ades to o e. To ea h its goal, HSPVA 
Friends will require the support of the community at every level. Visit 

www.hspvafriends.org/downtown. 

The Cit  of Housto  has e a ed the stude ts a d mission of The High School for 

the Pe fo i g a d Visual A ts si e its i eptio  i  1971,  said p i ipal, D . R. S ott Alle . 

With the do to  fa ilit  i  the Housto  Theater District, HISD is giving us an amazing, 

21st-century facility designed to fit the needs of our arts and academic programs. This 
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generous gift by the Kinders would allow us to take the quality of those programs to a 

higher level. I am excited for the opportunity afforded future young artists because of this 

donation and the HSPVA Friends capital campaign that will ensure this school has the 

resources to meet the high-caliber programming that has long been a part of the tradition of 

excellence at HSPVA.  

Download high resolution images here.  

About HSPVA 

Housto  I depe de t S hool Dist i t’s High S hool fo  the Pe fo i g a d Visual A ts 
(HSPVA) is a unique magnet school dedicated to giving diverse and talented students the 

opportunity to develop their academic and creative potential. HSPVA was founded in 1971 

and was the first public high school to integrate academics with concentrated training in 

both performing and visual arts. In this pioneering program, gifted young artists prepare for 

universities, conservatories, and the professional arts world.  The mission of HSPVA is to 

educate and inspire artistically gifted and talented students in specific disciplines—Creative 

Writing, Dance, Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts—while maintaining an equal focus on 

academic, social, and personal growth in a diverse environment. 

HSPVA has been a model for arts programming in other school districts across the nation 

and is renowned for both its quality arts and academics. HSPVA enrolls more than 750 

students, all of whom audition for placement. The school also is one of the top three schools 

in HISD for academic achievement year after year. HSPVA students come from every racial, 

ethnic, and socioeconomic group, united by their art. The 154 members of HSPVA’s lass of 
2016 were offered more than $26 million in college scholarships, ranking HSPVA first in HISD 

for the value of scholarship offers per student. 

Notable HSPVA alumni include superstar Beyoncé; actor, director, and producer Chandra 

Wilson; renowned jazz pianist Jason Moran; GRAMMY-winners Robert Glasper and Bryan-

Michael Cox; founder of WordPress Matt Mullenweg; actor Mireille Enos; soprano Camille 

Zamora; and photographer Mark Seliger.  

About HSPVA Friends 

HSPVA Friends is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization founded in 1979 to support HSPVA and 

its stude ts. It has aised illio s of dolla s to aug e t the s hool’s udget, i esti g i  
p og a s, e uip e t, s hola ships, aste  lasses, a d o e to eet the s hool’s eeds a d 
to ensure that talented students can reach their potential. It is governed by a 10-member 

Board of Directors and supported by an Advisory Board composed of approximately 50 civic 

leade s ho ep ese t Housto ’s leadi g a ts o ga izatio s, u i e sities, a d usi esses. The 

Build the Extraordinary. Inspire Dreams. capital campaign is led by the HSPVA Friends Board 

of Directors. Visit hspvafriends.org. 
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