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Cover Artist, Emily Fens

“
My artwork revolves around 

revealing the hidden beauty of 

mushrooms. Fascinated with the 

beautiful gills hidden beneath the 

surface of the mushroom’s cap, I 

recreate this pattern in multiple 

ways, including embroidery, 

printmaking, and mixed media 

collages.

”   

Alene Haehl Named New 

Executive Director of 

HSPVA Friends
 
As an alumna of the HSPVA Theatre 

Department, Alene has a long-standing 

appreciation for the caliber of Houston’s 

High School for the Performing and Visual 

Arts.  She graduated magna cum laude 

from Boston University with a cross-dis-

ciplinary degree in the Management and 

Development of Non-Profit Organizations.  
Alene honed her skills while working as 

a consultant with AndrisinAbbey, LLC, a 

local consulting firm, where she guided 
non-profit organizations through strategic 
growth of their development programs. In 

her spare time, Alene serves as a docent 

for the Bayou Bend Collection.

o all our alumni, supporters, and faithful HSPVA FRIENDS,

It is with mixed emotions that we are announcing the retirement of our HSPVA FRIENDS Founder and Executive Director, Mary Martha Lappe.  

Her devotion to both excellence and fun has made her a fearless leader for our school and the friends who support it!  

In 1971, Mary Martha left the faculty at University of Houston to help start Houston’s High School for the Performing and Visual Arts where 

she authored and implemented the State of Texas’ first dance curriculum. After chairing the HSPVA Dance Department for 25 years, she 
became Executive Director of HSPVA FRIENDS in 1997.  Under her direction, HSPVA FRIENDS has raised nearly $8 million in private support for 

the needs of the school and its students, including $1.6 million in scholarships. Mary Martha has the rare combined gifts of being able to both set 

“big picture” goals and execute her plans with precision.  Her accolades are plentiful, and include: The National Distinguished Teacher of the Arts, 

The Coca-Cola Foundation Outstanding Teacher, the Arts Schools Network Founders Award, The Denney Teaching Award, The Presidential 
Distinguished Teacher Award, Outstanding High School Teacher in Texas, HSPVA’s Distinguished Artist, and The Texas Woman’s University 
Distinguished Alumna. 

Herb Pasternak, Chairman of HSPVA FRIENDS, notes, “Mary Martha approaches every challenge with an unrivaled vitality. It has been my honor 

to watch her passion for arts education become the innovative public-private partnership that is HSPVA FRIENDS.  I have been inspired not only 

in that professional arena, but also in my own life…after all, it was Mary Martha who made sure I knew how to dance at my daughter’s wedding! 

There is no doubt in my mind that the High School for the Performing and Visual Arts would not be the success it is today without her forty years of 

dedicated service.”

We can’t think of anyone more deserving of a joyful retirement than Mary Martha!  Whether traveling the world or throwing an intimate get-together 
in her beautiful backyard garden, she is a tour de force who charms everyone in her company.  Please join us in thanking Mary Martha for her 
commitment to this remarkable school and wishing her all the best as she takes her bow at HSPVA FRIENDS and begins her new dance!

With gratitude,

Robert L. Boblitt, Jr. 

Jean Brackendorff

Terri Brown

Frank Hood

Agelia Perez Marquez

Samantha Barlow Martinez

Steven McNamara

Joan V. Murrin

H. Joe Nelson, III

Herb Pasternak

Jerome B. Simon

Howard Speight

The HSPVA FRIENDS Board of Trustees



New place new people no one that I know.

It’s my first day of school and I don’t know where to go.
I’m in a boat alone with no one to help row,

But I guess its all good I’ll just go with the flow.
 

It’s 7:55 and I walk through the door.
I open my eyes and my jaw hits the floor.
Her hair is green, his shirt is ripped,
There’s six people in the commons and one of them just flipped. 
There’s trumpets on the balcony, flutes in the hall,
And during lunch on the courtyard a game of basketball? 
Hold up, wait a minute, wait a cotton pickin’ second.

Into what crazy school body was I just injected.
So I move through the motions learning and making friends.
I look up check the clock and watch the day end.

Then an epiphany hits, its the last day of class,

And I’m tripping because Freshman year passed by so fast
 

It’s the end of the summer sophomore year I’m so ready,

Next thing I know I’m saying seeya next year already.
It’s junior year now college nipping at my heels.
I’m steady sinking under water praying to grow gills. 
I have 2 tests 3 quizzes 5 homework assignments.
A scene a monologue wheres my script i cant find it.
A test in French Je ne sais pas ce que je fait.
Just to make it home sane means I did OK. 

 

The Re-Evolution

Summer comes its a blessing, I don’t have to think.
Going to Nebraska and France, pack everything but the kitchen sink.
Senior year, now things are supposed to be easy.
Just chill, apply, then relax in the breeze-ey.

But no I still have ten quizzes and twenty tests.

Woa woa woa what happened to the year of no stress?
Fly to Chicago be prepared and audition. 
Be ready stay focused be committed to the mission.

Stay on my toes don’t know what to be expected, 

And well as of now everywhere I’ve applied I’ve been accepted.

It’s getting toward that time when I leave the nest.
Going out into the real world now, try and do my best.
Say goodbye to my city, my teachers and peers.
Goodbye Mom and Dad...seeya in four years.

 

New place new people no one that I know.

It’s my first day of college and I don’t know where to go.
I’m in a boat alone with no one to help row.

but I guess it’s all good I’ll just go with the flow.
 

 

by Cage Sebastian Pierre, 12th grade Theatre student
 



4 Spring 2012
 epiphany

HISD Announces Downtown Site for 
New HSPVA Facility

I
n October, the Houston Independent School 
District Board of Education announced that a 

downtown site owned by HISD for over eighty 

years will be the location for a much-needed 

new facility for Houston’s High School for the 

Performing and Visual Arts. The city block is 

bordered by Austin, Capitol, Caroline, and Rusk 

streets and was once the home of Houston’s old 

Central High School and then the HISD Administration 

Building in the mid-1900’s.  For the past forty years, 

it has been a surface parking lot. The announcement 

about the site was made by HISD Trustee Anna Eastman 

at the school’s anniversary celebration at the George R. 

Brown Convention Center on October 15 and was greeted 
with a standing ovation.

and limiting HSPVA’s curricular offerings. Several attempts in the 

past decade by HISD to locate a suitable site in different parts of 

Houston have been unsuccessful. 

According to Mary Martha Lappe, Executive Director of HSPVA 

FRIENDS and a founding HSPVA faculty member, the news of 

this designated downtown site for a new facility is very welcome. 

Lappe, who is also a Founding Director of the 200-member 
international organization, the Arts Schools Network, states: 
“When contrasting HSPVA’s outdated, over-crowded facility with 
other urban arts schools, it is clear that Houston’s respected arts 

school needs a new facility. Space is needed to provide more 

classrooms, larger performance venues, a recording studio, 

creative writing program, musical theatre program, and a media 

arts technology program. The site’s proximity to the Theatre 

District and to Discovery Green makes it a very desirable 

location. We are grateful to HISD for this important first step in 
making a new facility possible.”

   Noteworthy Achievements 

• Among the top three schools in the United States with the 

most Presidential Scholars in the Arts

• Named 2011 Exemplary School of the Arts

• Listed as one the top high schools in academic excellence in 

the Houston area since its inception in 1971.  

• More White House Distinguished Teachers than any school 

in the nation.

• Winner of The 1998 Coca-Cola Distinguished Arts School 

Award 

• Recipient of five GRAMMY Awards 

• Named once again in 2011 by Newsweek as one of The Top 

American Schools. 

• Presented the Gold Medal by U.S News and World Report 

for being one of the top 33 schools in the nation

• Named once again by the Texas Education Agency as a 

2011 Exemplary School

Over its forty-year history, HSPVA’s well-documented 
reputation for excellence in both academics and the arts 

has made it a consistent source of pride to HISD and City of 

Houston officials. In 1971, HSPVA first opened its doors in 
what was formerly the old Temple Beth Israel Synagogue at 

the corner of Austin and Holman streets, and a school for the 

arts for the Houston Independent School District was created. 

HSPVA’s early successes made it the impetus for the “magnet 

school movement” in public education, and its reputation 

in arts education has made it a model for subsequent arts 
schools across the nation and abroad. 

In January 1982, HSPVA moved into a newly constructed 
building on the 3.4 acres site of HISD’s old Montrose 

Elementary School. The school had been planned in the late 

70’s for 550 students in grades 10,11, and 12. However, by 
the time the construction was complete, the school had to 

accommodate four grades, not three, and more than 650 
students. Even with the addition of temporary buildings, the 

school has had to endure constant space problems affecting 
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Departure Gate B-14

“High Seas” 

Laurel Thornberg

11th grade

Visual Arts

 

 

The small specifics are all

that I can remember anymore:

a polka-dotted shirt,

plaid luggage,

and a smiling face

that I followed past rolling wheels

and hurrying bodies.

Ausgang was painted

on every door,

and the chairs had

yellow dots.

Most of all,

I remember that

I cried.

By Alicja Zapalska
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“Untitled”

Ruth Lin Ginger

12th grade

Visual Arts

By Claudia Heymach

The grass has grown wild, tangled & forbidden,

 interspersed with weeds so that when some

Of it is crushed by a falling body it is hardly noticed. 

Darkness and fragmented shadows shed no tears;

Two months went by until grief was shown 

For his memory, a photograph crumbling

Around the edges & glass reflected in a darkened eye.

For a Soldier



7 Spring 2012
 epiphany

Year!HSPVA’s

I

o

n addition to over 300 performances and art exhib-

its that typify an average HSPVA school year, this 

anniversary year had several additional highlights 

in connection with its celebration of the school’s 

40 year anniversary.  In the fall, three of HSPVA’s 

stellar jazz alumni tenor saxophonists, Walter 
Smith III, Shelley Carol, and Geof Bradfield, were 

featured in a concert at Discovery Green with the 

HSPVA Jazz Ensemble directed by Warren Sneed, 
Director of HSPVA Jazz Studies. The “Three Tenors 
Concert” in the downtown park was made possible by 

the Kinder Foundation. In April, Discovery Green and 

the Kinder Foundation sponsored a second HSPVA 

Jazz Concert with guest artist, Ellis Marsalis.  Both jazz 
performances were emceed by Dr. Robert (Doc) 

Morgan, former head of the HSPVA Jazz Studies 
program.

 

Above: Joan and Craig Murrin 

Above right: Mary Martha Lappe, Rich 

and Nancy Kinder, and Barry Mandel at 

Discovery Green

Right: Three Tenors playing with 

HSPVA Jazz Ensemble

 

n October 15 HSPVA’s  ENCORE 
40 was held at the George R. Brown 

Convention Center. This anniversary 

gala celebration showcased perfor-

mances and art work by the school’s 

talented students and nationally 

renowned alumni: Chandra Wilson, Lisa DeBeradino 
Hassler, Michelle DeJean, Ashley Tamara Davis, 

Eduardo Tercero, Timothy Browning, Matthew 

Fowler, Andre Hayward, and Rodolfo 

Morales. Three receptions were sponsored by 

HSPVA FRIENDS: one was held at HSPVA’s first 
location at Austin at Holman streets, one was held 

at the present HSPVA site in the Montrose area, and 

one was also hosted at the beautiful Hilton Americas 

prior to the big event.

Clockwise from top left: Alumni Margaret 

Elledge Simons, Jinx Hayden and Alicia 

Church hosted the  ENCORE 40 reception at 

the school’s first campus.
HISD Board of Education Trustee Anna 

Eastman presents Emcee Chandra Wilson 

the proclamation regarding the newly 

designated downtown site for a new HSPVA 

facility. 
HSPVA’s Patricia Bonner with Chandra 

Wilson

Alumni soloists Eduardo Tercero and

Michelle DeJean
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HSPVA Dancers Named National 
Finalists

V

“Sphere” 

Zac Bolubasz 

11th grade

Visual Arts

ictor Lozano and Christian Warner have been named national 
finalists in the YoungArts program of the National Foundation for 
Advancement in the Arts held in Miami, Florida each January. 
The two HSPVA senior dance majors were among only twenty 
dancers selected as national finalists.

Victor holds dual Mexican and American citizenship. During his 
first two years of high school he was president of the Houston 
Swim Club, part of the USA Swimming League. He has worked 
in a community garden for food for the homeless and organizes 
activities for residents in nursing homes. He plans to train in New 
York City during his college years, get a bachelor’s degree in 
dance, and possibly a physical therapy degree.

Christian’s passion is in dance for 
musical theatre. He won a choreography  
award at the 2011 Junior Theatre 
Festival in Atlanta run by Music Theatre 
International. He also was a featured 
character in a film called Church on 
BET.

Dancers with HSPVA dance faculty, Janie Carothers and 

LuAnne Carter
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HSPVA in the News!

Justine Ditto, a current HSPVA senior in the Visual Art 
Department, received the Silver Key Award through the Scholastic 
Art & Writing Awards for her portfolio. Justine was the only HISD 
art student to win a national award.  Miss Ditto will be honored 
alongside the other winners at a ceremony on June 1st at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City, and the Empire State Building will 
be lit in gold on May 31st in their honor. The 2012 winners join 
the ranks of some of America’s most famous artists and writers, 
including Robert Redford, Andy Warhol, Truman Capote, and 
Sylvia Plath. 

Robert Glasper, an 
alumnus of the Jazz 
Department, recently 
released his latest chart-
topping project, Black Radio, 

to critical acclaim. Black 

Radio explores and blends 
multiple genres—jazz, 
hip-hop, soul, R&B, and 
rock.  In an interview for 
the April 2, 2012 issue of 
The Washington Informer, 
the pianist talks about the crucial impact that the education and 
support he received at HSPVA had on his career: “Music wouldn’t 
be where it was today, especially jazz, if it wasn’t for arts high 
schools…without the camaraderie of the students.”  

Eileen Montgomery, the current Chair of HSPVA’s Visual 
Arts Department, was named 2011 Teacher of the Year by 

the Arts Schools Network.  
Ms. Montgomery began 
teaching full-time at HSPVA in 
1989.  Her careers as an art 
therapist, professional sculptor, 
master ceramist, and master 
lithographer eventually led to 
a full commitment to teaching.  
The National Foundation for 
the Advancement in the Arts 
has recognized her many times 
as an “Influential Teacher in 
the Arts” and in 2005 she was 
honored as the “NFAA Coca-
Cola Company Distinguished 
Teacher in the Arts.” 

Jason Moran, an alumnus of the Jazz 
Department, was named the Kennedy 
Center’s Artistic Advisor for Jazz.  As an 
accomplished jazz pianist, Moran’s 
debut album in 1999 was called the 
best album of the year by The New 

York Times. The following 
year, Moran established 
The Bandwagon trio with 
bassist Tarus Mateen and 
drummer Nasheet Waits.  
Moran’s most recent release, 
TEN, his 10th anniversary 
album with The Bandwagon, 
was released in 2010 to rave 
reviews. 

Dr. Simon B. Rowe, DMA, an alumnus of the Jazz 
Department, was appointed Director of The Brubeck Institute 
of the University of the Pacific. As Director, Dr. Rowe, an 

accomplished jazz pianist, manages the Brubeck Fellowship 
program, the annual Brubeck Festival, the Summer Jazz Colony 
for high school musicians, an outreach program, and the Brubeck 
Collection.   The Brubeck Institute was founded in 2000 to build 
on Dave Brubeck’s artistic legacy and lifelong dedication to the 
advancement of music. 

Karen Stokes, an alumna of the Dance Department, created 
Gallery Construction 1, a dance video that was selected by Dance 

Magazine as the December 2011 Video of the Month Editors’ 
Choice Winner.  In the piece, 
Karen Stokes Dance interacts with 
a colorful installation of string by 
artist Gabriel Dawe at Houston’s 
Peel Gallery. Ms. Stokes has been 
choreographing contemporary 
dance for over 20 years and 
founded Karen Stokes Dance 
(formerly Travesty Dance Group). 
She is the Head of the Dance 
Division in the School of Theatre & 
Dance at the University of Houston.  

Continued on page 14
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HSPVA FRIENDS supports a wide array of needs at HSPVA. Over the past ten years, HSPVA FRIENDS 

and the HSPVA Office of Development have generated almost 7 million dollars to assist the school with a variety 
of projects including:

 

HSPVA Friends Fund for the Future

2011-2012

Our sincere thanks to the following individuals, corporations, and foundations that have provided support for 

the unique needs of Houston’s internationally renowned High School For The Performing And Visual Arts from 

March 1, 2011 to our publication deadline, March 31, 2012.

•  Summer arts workshops for underclassmen

•  Annual college scholarships

•  Master classes by professional artists

•  Support for musical theatre productions

•  The Office of Development to raise and coordinate private support

•  Support for school and faculty participation in national programs

•  Faculty seminar on art facility design and construction

 

•  Electronic marquee for front of school

•  Theatre sound and lighting equipment

•  Computers, art supplies, and specialized equipment

•  Support for school radio station equipment

•  Alumni art exhibits and alumni relations

•  Support for tours to Toronto, Boston, New York, and China

•  Art publications, newsletters, and event mail-outs

• HSPVA TRUSTS
 ($100,000 - $400,000)

Ed and Birdie Dawley 

 Educational Trust  

 For summer arts workshops   

 and college scholarships

William F. Carleton Trust for Dance   
 In honor of Mary Martha Lappe

Houston Conservatory of Music 

 In memory of Mozart Hammond

• HSPVA ENDOWMENTS 
($50,000 - $99,000)

Bob Ostrum Endowment for 
Jazz Studies, made possible by 
the Marian and Speros Martel 

Foundation, Inc.

 In honor of Bob Ostrum

Mark DiSuvero Sculpture   

 Endowment, made possible  

 by an anonymous donor

Kinder Foundation

• HSPVA MAJOR DONOR 

($5,000 - $49,999)

Robert L. Boblitt

The Brown Foundation, Inc.

John E. Guida Foundation

Fred and Mabel R. Parks   

 Foundation

Melinda and Howard Speight 

 For the Rachel Speight   

 Scholarship

George and Mary Josephine   

 Hamman Foundation

• HSPVA ANGEL 

($1,000 - $4,999)

Mary Ackley 

 In honor of Kelli Restivo

Dottie and Donald Bates 

 In honor of Anne Bates

I. J. Berthelot, II

Terry and Tom Ciszek 
 In memory of Bill Moore

Shirley J. Colona

Troy Neeley Gal 

 In memory of Mr. Roland G. Harper

Linda Smith Graham

Penny and Mike Kroll 

 In honor of Sylvia Strong and  

 Rodolfo Morales

Janet and Elton Lipnick 

 In memory of Danny Frank

Carol and Bill Marshall

 In honor of Lynley Cardenas 

 In honor of Pat Bonner

Linda Stern and Lee Norris

 In memory of Marie Norris

Ronald A. Opper
Kathryn Priest 

 In honor of Mary Martha Lappe

Karen and Sam Restivo 

 In memory of the grandparents of  

 Kelli Restivo

RJS Angel Hands Fund

Shari and Jeff Rochen 

 In memory of Glynda Rochen

Cindy Sax

Elizabeth Schaer
Jean and Simon Shen

Bob Singleton 

 For the Bob Singleton Theatre  

 Education Scholarship 

 In honor of the visionary teachers  

 who nurtured HSPVA

Michael D. Smith 

 In honor of Becca Carter

Cynthia Sneed 

Kimberly and David Sterling 

 In honor of Mary Martha Lappe

Lugene and Nick Vincent

The Walker Family

• HSPVA PRODUCER 

($500 – $999)

Marian M. Anderson 

 In memory of Bill Moore

Michelle and John Barry 

 In honor of Taylor Barry

Edward and Yuko Cooper Fund
Frank Hood

William R. Keen
Carolyn and Paul Landen

Harold McManus, Jr.

Carol and Bill Marshall 

 In honor of Pat Bonner 

Carol and Bill Marshall 

 In honor of Lynley Cardenas

Arleen Mikes 

 In honor of Morgan Mikes

Cathy and Trey Mitchell 

 In honor of Bryce Harper

H. Joe Nelson III

Ronald A. Opper
Shari and Jeff Rochen

Kathryn Hedge Sneed

Roxanne and Kenneth Stanley 

 In honor of Sarah Stanley and 

 Rebekah Stanley

Tamara and David Thompson

Katrina and Sean Wade
 In honor of Jesse Wade

Beverly and Tom Walsh
I. Feng Wang
Sylvia and Jerry Wilkenfeld 
 In honor of all my students   

 through the years

Isabel B. and Wallace S. Wilson
Edwin G. Young 
 In honor of Carol and Ed Young

Stephen Zannoni

• HSPVA DIRECTOR 

($250 - $499)

Anne and Germán Amador 

Drs. John and Camille Vidal Boon

Deidre and Staley Brod

Terri and Barry Brown 

 In honor of Sharon and Steven Brown

Joni and David Calkins

Kathryn Colson 

 In memory of Ed Trongone

Vicki Curry 

In memory of our classmates Karen 

Kaough, Trent Roberts and Shannon 

Waddle, on behalf of the class of 1986 

on the occasion of our 25th reunion

Dulle Enterprises, Inc. 

Ann and Jim Eagleton

Karen and Larry George 

 In honor of Bob Ostrum

Alan Guttman 

Thomas, William and Patricia 
Kelley

 In honor of Darby Kelley 

May and David Litowsky

Martha Laird and Pablo Lozano 
 In honor of Victor Lozano

Agelia M. Pérez Marquez
 In honor of Gillian Hastings and 

 In memory of Bruce Hastings

Lurie F. and Lewis H. McAdow, III

Pinet and Jim McBride

Linnie and James McInerny

Patrice McKinney

Harold L. McManus, Jr.

Marsha and Stephen Mills 

 In honor of the dance department

Ralph S. O’Connor
Barbara and Don Ostdiek 
 In honor of Jacob Ostdiek

Herb Pasternak 

Jo Sue and David Pazda
Pam and Jim Pool

Kathryn Priest

Leticia E. Rodriguez
Allison May Rosen 

 In honor of the Class of 1986
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Continued on page 15

Marjorie and Al Schultz 
 In memory of Stefan W. Schultz

Bob Singleton 

 In honor of the visionary teachers  

 who nurtured HSPVA

Bette Steinberg Tiago Fund

Tim Tull

•  HSPVA PATRON 
($100 - $249)

Paula and David Adams

Mercy Alonzo-Rodriguez
Ivette and Jacques Azagury 
Dana M. Barkley 

Ingela and Chris Barton

Pamela and Kurt Berens

John and Lisa Blass Bolubasz
Pat Bonner

 In memory of Mrs. Bertha Kaplan

 In honor of Mary Martha and 

 Dr. Jack Lappe’s 50th Wedding  

 Anniversary

Jean and Bo Brackendorff 

In honor of Wiley DeWeese

Laurie Bricker

 In honor of Steven Bricker

Marie and Herb Brochstein

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Sheri Brudner

Dr. Dorothy Caram

 In memory of Carmen Velasco  

 Gonzalez

Nicole and Rueben Casarez
Carol and Frank Cascio

Annette Susanne Collie

 In honor of Konnie and Mark Gregg

Annette Susanne Collie 

 In honor of Irene Guenther and  

 Matthew Flukinger

Terry and Martin Cominsky  

 In honor of Dr. Scott Allen’s   

 leadership

Justin V. Conroy 

 In honor of the awesome teachers  

 at HSPVA

B. Thomas Cook

Pam Promecene-Cook and Steve 

Cook

 In honor of Becca Cook

Pam Promecene-Cook and Steve 

Cook

 In honor of Sarah Kahleyss

Neal Davis

 In honor of the Class of 1990

Denise and Robert Dean

 In memory of Rachel Speight

Virginia Densman

 In memory of Berry C. Densman

Diffusion Components, Inc.

Jan and Milton Finegold

  In honor of Andrew Finegold

Dr. and Mrs. Stuart A. Frank

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Gensler

Diana Gabriel 

Rhonda and Paul Gerson

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Jane and Dean Gladden

Konnie U. and Mark V. Gregg

 In honor of Annette Guenther Collie

Kevin J. Grice 

Mindy Goto

Ellen and Arthur Hamberger, MD 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Robert Harper

George and Mary H. Hawkins 

Carolyn Haynes

Sunni and Philip Hosemann

Pat and Mary Johnson 

 In honor of Jordan Johnson

Travis King

Mindy and David Klein

Kathi Kolomizew
Yuko Kono
L. V. Kranz
Janet and Elton Lipnick 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Lien Little

Carrie Logan

Gina Lomeli

Danel and Keith Macaluso

Morgan MacInnes

Barry Mandel

Susan and Howard Marblestone

Rebecca Herron Mayo

Jeannie McGann

Laura and Evan Michaelides

 In honor of Sofia Michaelides
Rici and Harold Miller, M.D. 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Barry Moore

Kelly Moran 

Betty and Bill Morgan and Family   

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Joe, Deborah, and Paige Mosichuk

Irina Muraviyova

H. Joe Nelson 

Robert S. Nelson

Dena and Greg Nunn

Brenda Maese Oliveira
Richard Peterson

Martha and Ivan Pieratt 

 In honor of Zachery Bolubasz

Sydney Polk 

Marilyn and Fritz Rambow
Virginia and Steven Ramirez
 In honor of Maggie Ramirez

Eva C. Ramos 

 In memory of Ricardo L. Ramos

Linda and Dave Renner

 In honor of Patrick Renner

Sally and Norman Reynolds

Amy and Paul Roch

Morgan Rosse

 In memory of Rachel Speight and  

 D’unte Brown

Linda Rubenstein 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Annabella and Vahe Sahakian

 In honor of Hilda and Bobby Frank

Sharon and Robert Sartain 

 In honor of Marie and Frank Sartain

Susan and Neil Schlisserman

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Alice Small and Terry Seitz 
 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Joann Seuser

Lisa Puckett Sinders 

 In honor of Katie Sinders

Karen and Marty Skolnik 

 In honor of Stacy Skolnik

Edward J. Smith 

Jill Smith 

 In memory of Stina Mennill

Kristine Wilson Smith 
Travis Springfield
Terry and Kris Stockberger

Becky Stemper and Rob Alexander

Rosa Stupel

Gail and William Taber
Janet Thornburg

Charlotte and Jay Tribble 

 In honor of Morgan MacInnes

Melanie Uzzell
Kathy and Ben Vonderhaar

Chris Walker
Beth and Sam Weinberger 
 In memory of Bill Moore

Shelley and Vic Wisner
 In honor of Jonathan Wisner

Maureen and Ellison Wittels 
Lorraine Wulfe
Dean Robert Yekovich
Kathryn Yandell
  In memory of Ralph Dunn

Zelda Zinn

• HSPVA FRIEND 

($25 - $99)

Carmen and Jeff Adamski

Isela Aguirre

Rochelle and Michael Alexander

Dr. R. Scott Allen 

 In honor of Ron Dodson

Dr. R. Scott Allen 

 In memory of William “Bill” White

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Anderson

Celia Nolte Anklesaria

Bonnie Flores Ansell

 In memory of Bill Moore

Rusty Arena

Sue Sue and Don Stephen Aron  

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Susie and David Askanase 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Beth Atkinson

Claire and Ron Auchter 

 In honor of Maddy and Catie Auchter

Joe Angel Babb 

 In honor of Ruthie Rodriguez

Lisa Ballo

Julia Barnhill

Dale Barton

Geoffrey Baskir

R. Ray Battin, PhD

Susan and Bob Belknap

Cindy Blass 

 In honor of Zac Bolubasz

James Boyce

  In memory of Geraldine Fiawoo

Jeff and Laurie Bricker

 In honor of Steven Bricker

Lesley Bacero Brotamonte

Nicole and Gary Brown

Cheryl Brubaker 

 In honor of Robert Berger

Cathy and Tom Burke

Maggie Wooldridge Campbell
Janie and Doss Carothers

 In memory of Debbie Blount

Donna J. Charleson

Melena Chase

Connie and Mike Clark 

 In honor of Rachel Clark

Cathy F. and Charles R. Cole

Leslie M. Colville

Robyn Sodaro Cook 

Dena Creely

Laura Daily

Sara Daniels 

 In honor of Scott Daniels

Paul E. Darlington

 In honor of Ryan Darlington

Andrea and James Davidson

 In honor of Alyssa Davidson

Cissy Segall Davis 

 In honor of Mary Martha Lappe

Elissa and Martin Dubinsky 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Marc B. Edwards

James L. Fantz
Cindy and Bill Featherston

Martin and Dr. Kelli Cohen Fein 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Rhoda Ferris

Linda Christian Fisher

Liz and Warren Fisher
Phyllis and Aron Frank 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Hilda and Bobby Frank

 In honor of Roanne Stern

 In memory of Randy Randazzo  

 and Maxine Cohen Lando

Gregory Freeman

Fran and Abe Friedman 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Janet and Mickey Frost 

 For Danny Frank Music Fund

Gerald Alexander “Alex” Garver 

Elizabeth and James Gerson 
 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Rhonda and Paul Gerson 

 In honor of Jocelyn Hurwitz and  

 Mirana Hurwitz

Ruby Getz 
 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Chris Gibson

 In memory Doug Hattox

Zakiya Glass 

 In memory of William and Hattie  

 Mae Hainsworth

Pat Brogdon Gomez 
 In honor of Ceci Gomez and   

 Patricia Bonner

Dr. and Mrs. B. H. Goodfriend 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Sandra Goodwin

 In memory of Pam Ferguson and  

 John Allen

Betty and Richard Graber 

 In honor of Jonathan Graber

Florence Graham 

 In honor of Virginia Ballard

Chris Gibson

 In memory of Doug Hattox

Anna Hamilton

Janet W. Harasim
Susan K. Vaughan and 

 Michael Hennen

Anita M. Hickman

Michael C. Hoover

Holly Hope/Bikram Yoga Katy   
 In memory of Constance Webb- 

 Brown

Julie Adam and Denise R.   

 Horowitz
 In memory of Bertha Kaplan
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forEncore
Excellence!

n February 2, 2012, 300 friends of HSPVA gathered at the 
6th Annual Encore for Excellence Luncheon at River Oaks 
Country Club to celebrate Arts Day in Houston and the 

many successes of Houston’s respected arts school, The 

High School for the Performing and Visual Arts.  The 2010 
State Musician of Texas, Sara Hickman, was honored as the 

HSPVA 2012 Distinguished Alumna.  Also honored at the event was the George 
and Mary Josephine Hamman Foundation for its extraordinary philanthropy 

and support of the arts. Proceeds of the luncheon enhance HSPVA programs 

and provide unprecedented opportunities for its students.  Thank you to all who 

participated!

Save the Date!  The Seventh Annual Encore for Excellence Luncheon will 

take place on February 7, 2013 at River Oaks Country Club.

Sixth Annual Encore for Excellence Luncheon 

Honors HSPVA’s 2012 Distinguished Alumna 

Sara Hickman and the George and Mary 

Josephine Hamman Foundation

O
12

13

14

11

15

1. Luncheon Co-Chairs Arturo and Anne Barragan  2. Hamman Foundation’s Troy D. Derouen, Mary Milby, and Charles Milby, Jr. 

3. George Lancaster, Cindy Crane Garbs, Jerry Simon, and Cason White  4. Mike Lunceford with Jean and Bo Brackendorff  5. Carolyn 

and Walter Allen with HSPVA principal Dr. R. Scott Allen 6. Karen Ostrum George, Dr. William Monroe, Becky and Ralph O’Connor, and 

Dr. Holli Ryan  7. Dr. Jack Lappe and  Lou Gregory  8. Barbara and Jonathan Day with David Calkins  9. Janie and Richard Alderman 

10. James Nelson, Joe Nelson, Janette Cosley, Steve McNamara, Cissy Segall Davis and Frank Hood  11. Mistress of Ceremonies Linda 

Lorelle 12. Rickey Campbell, Honoree Sara Hickman, Patricia Bonner, and Julie Campbell  13. Alene Haehl, Emilie Priestly, and Vicki 

Pasternak  14. Herb Pasternak and Mary Martha Lappe  15. 2012 Distinguished Alumna Sara Hickman with HSPVA vocalists  16.  Alumni 

Julie Robinson Campbell and David DeHoyos. David, a NASA archivist, produced the historical slide show for the ENCORE 40 celebration. 

We love that he wore his HSPVA ID tag from the 70’s to the luncheon!

16
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Encore for Excellence Luncheon Underwriters

Directors

The Boblitt Family

The Sermoonjoy Foundation

Musicians

Janie Alderman Design

Anne and Arturo Barragán 

Gensler

Ralph S. O’Connor and   
 Associates

The Immanuel and Helen B.  

 Olshan Foundation

Composers 

Lorelle Media

Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP and  
 Steve McNamara

Northern Trust

Lisa and Jerry Simon

Patrice McKinney; Howard   

 Speight; Marty Thompson

Sculptors

Jean and Bo Brackendorff

William Graham and Family
Mary Martha and Dr. Jack Lappe 

Legacy Community Health    

 Services 

 In honor of the George and  

 Mary Josephine  Hamman   

 Foundation

HSPVA Parents

HSPVA Theatre Department and  

 Theatre Guild

Terri and Barry Brown 

 In honor of Sharon and Steven  

 Brown

Vicki and Herb Pasternak 

Agelia M. Pérez Marquez
Samantha Barlow Martinez
Joan and Craig Murrin

A Musically Theatrical, Vocally- 

 Visual Group of Parents and  

 Friends

Bobbi and Vic Samuels

John and Tamara Thompson

Tradition Title Company, LLC

Patron Underwriters 

Sandra Bernhard

B. Thomas Cook

H. Ken DeDominicus

Events 

Michele Matalon Hodges

Frank Hood

Houston Endowment, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Hughes

H. Joe Nelson, III

Kathryn Priest

Shari and Jeffrey Rochen

Ray Baron and Jay Rosenstein

Bob Singleton

Society for the Performing Arts

Kris Stockberger

Rosa Stupel

University of St. Thomas 

Monica and Carl Walker
Linda Walter

Ashley Traughber, a current HSPVA senior in the Vocal Music 
Department, was selected as the On Your Way Student Winner 
for 2011 in classical voice by the Arts Schools Network.  Miss 

Traughber has also been invited to join 
Houston Grand Opera’s prestigious 
High School Voice Studio, a scholarship 
program for eight high school seniors. 
She most recently was selected as a 
Merit Award winner for YoungArts, a 
program of the National Foundation 
for Advancement in the Arts.  She is 
one of only 64 vocalists to receive this 
designation out of the more than 5,000 
who auditioned. 

Current HSPVA students Michelle Gar-

cia (Dance), Reagan Lukefahr (Theatre), Shilpa Sadagopan 
(Voice), and Laurel Thornburg (Visual Arts) have been named 
to the 2012 class of Young Masters, a joint initiative between the 
Texas Commission on the Arts and the Texas Cultural Trust.  Only 
15 students were selected from applicants across the state for this 
highly competitive arts grant.  Each of HSPVA’s four Young Mas-
ters will receive grants of $2,500 per year for two years to pursue 
advanced study in their artistic discipline.
 
Mireille Enos, an alumna of the 
Theatre Department, was nominated 
for a 2012 Golden Globe for Best 
Actress in a TV Series–Drama as well 
as a 2011 Primetime Emmy Award 
for Outstanding Lead Actress in a 
Drama Series for her role as Detec-
tive Sarah Linden in AMC’s chilling 
series The Killing. Mireille is also well 
known for her roles as Kathy and 
Jodeen Marquart (twins) on the HBO 
series Big Love.  In 2005, she was 
nominated for a Tony Award for Best Featured Actress in a Play 
for her performance in the Broadway production of Who’s Afraid 

of Virginia Woolf.

HSPVA In the News!
Continued from page 9

 

“Untitled”

Teresa Chen

12th grade

Visual Arts



15 Spring 2012
 epiphany

HSPVA Friends Fund for the Future

An art-literary-news 

publication produced by 

HSPVA Friends to showcase                                                                                

the artistic achievements of 

artists from HSPVA and the 

Greater Houston Area

Editorial Staff: Sandra 

Goodwin, Alene Haehl, Betty 

Alice Key, Mary Martha 

Lappe, Susan Marblestone, 

and Mary Jane Orsburn

Designer: Janie Alderman

Magazine

Carol Hunter

JP Morgan Chase

Robert E. Jackson

Beth Alfredson and Richard 

Jenkins

Mary Lynn Jones 

 In honor of Vonna Jones Knapp  

 and Vicki Lynn Jones Sellers

Peter Johnston 

 In honor of Cole Johnston and  

 Carter Johnston

Michele E. Joy and Tom Shahriari

Dotty and Lawrence Kagan 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Joyce Ivy Kamla

Gloria Pepper and Bernard Katz 
 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Ann and Stephen M. Kaufman 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

June Keller

 In memory of Ed Trongone

Mark D. Kelley 

Kayoko and Jozef Keselman
Edith and Phillip Kligman 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Susan and Tim Koozin
Michael Krebs 

 In honor of Aileen Krebs

Dayle Blake and Mark Krinsky

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Dr. Lary R. and Mrs. Lois Kupor 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Stephanie Land 

 In memory of Robert Berger 

Eastman Landry 

Maxine and Herman Lapin

  In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Mary Martha and Dr. Jack Lappe   

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Mary Martha and Dr. Jack Lappe

  In memory of William “Bill” White

Lisa Latendresse

 In memory of Beverly Latendresse

Julia Laskowski

 In honor of Pat Bonner

Cynthia G. Lavenda

Commissioner El Franco Lee 

Choo Saik and Chung Leong

Kim and Greg Lesniewicz 
 In honor of Shaun Lesniewicz

Linda and Herbert Lesser

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Beverly and Leon Levinson

Arlene Levy

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Susan S. Levy

Anne Lundy and Derrick P. Lewis

Marcia Livingston

 In honor of Scott L. Allen and  

 Nicole L. Allen

Alejandra and John Long
 In honor of Travis Springfield
William D. Lovejoy 
 In honor of Patrick D. Lovejoy

Andrew Lucas

Sandra Lusky

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Continued from page 11

Lucille Maes

Mary Jane and Taghi Manshouri

Roslyn Wolfert Markman
  In honor of my HSPVA teachers

Teresa A. Matlock

Toby Mattox

John McDaniel

Celina L. McKeithen

Joan M. McKirachan

 In memory of Andrea Guenther

Vickie and Bryan McMicken

Donald Meidinger 

Helen Mintz and Aaron Marks
  In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Karen Mokaddem 

 In honor of Natalie Van Manen

Robert A. Molloy 

Eileen L. Montgomery and 

 David Sheard

 In memory of Bill Moore

Eileen L. Montgomery

Mr. and Mrs. Harvin C. Moore, IV

Betty and Bill Morgan 

 In memory of Danny Frank

Helen and Bob Morgan

 In memory of Ralph Dunn

Helen and Bob Morgan 

 In honor of Dr. Simon Rowe and  

 Mark Kelley

 In memory of Geraldine Fiawoo

Martin Morin, Jr.

Debbie and Robert Moser 

 In honor of Christina Moser

Jeanne M. Nevill

Susan and Jack Nolingberg

Lisa J. Noyes

Nancy and Mike Nuzzo
 In memory of Danny Frank

Karen and Jason Oden
Mr. and Mrs. Paul I. Ofield
Mrs. Warren Ogden 
Dr. Susan Snider Osterberg
Julie and Chip Oudin 
 In honor of Jessica Oudin

Jennifer and Richard Overton 
 In honor of Stephen Overton

Dr. Stephen Parven

  In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Peter Pasman

Natalie Keyes Pfeifer

Gilbert Phillips

Martha Pieratt

Judy and Lawrence Pirtle

Jaime Pool-Soria

George D. Porter 

 In honor of Carolyn A. Porter

Phyllis J. and Jerome L. Prager 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Linda and Joseph Pulaski 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Dr. John R. and Kathleen D. Pyper  

 In honor of Rebecca Vitale Pyper 

Busselberg and Debroah Elizabeth  
 Pyper-Renolds

Lisel and Len Radoff

Janet Randolph 

 In honor of Lora Randolph Mander

Lesley Rappaport 

Sharon Reingold Rauch 

Christine and Alex Reeds

  In honor of the Class of 1996

Michael Reid

Lesley and Philip Robbins

Santanu and Renu Roy

Pamela Mahan-Randolph and  

 David Randolph

Jackie D. Rundstein

Sara Rutledge

Safeway, Inc.

Annabella and Vahe Sahakian

 In honor of Hilda and Bobby Frank

Christina Alvear Sanchez
Lamelle D. Sartain

Ruth Schlanger

Herman J. Schultz
  In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Sallie Gordon and Ken Schwenke

Rob Seible

Lauren Serper and Peter Seferian

Terry Seynaeve

David Sheard

Maxine and Bubba Silberstein 

 In honor of Mary Martha Lappe  

 and the dance faculty

Julian Silverblatt

Jamie and Jim Simmon

Jan and Chuck Simonds

Richard N. Smith 

 In memory of Marilyn Linley

Carolyn and Donald Springer

Gayle and Brent S. Speer 

 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Sylvia Strong

 In honor of the piano department

Melanie Struska

Rita Tamayo

Melanie Springer-Tollett and 

 Jeff Tollett

Rhonda V. Traband 

 In honor of Anna Thompson

Catherine M. Tully

Maureen Viaclovsky 

 In honor of Dr. Jeffrey A.   

 Viaclovsky

Laura and Roy Vitek

David Waddell
Linda Wald
Amy and Thomas Weber
Melanee and David Weiser
Paige M. Welborn
Danielle L. Fogel and 

 Peter D. Werba
Westminster United Methodist  
 Church

Lauren and Eric Baylen/Carol and  

 Michael Wilk 
 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Dolores Wilkenfeld
 In memory of Bertha Kaplan

Lewis Wilkenfeld
Sandra and Tom Williams
Matthew Moran Wilson
R. Daniel Witschey, Jr.
Harris M. Worchel

• MATCHING FUNDING

AIG Matching

BYMellon
ExxonMobil Foundation 

Halliburton Giving Choices

Chevron Humankind

Houston Endowment, Inc.

Williams Matching Gifts Program
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“Godzilla”

Aphtan Mellado

12th grade

Visual Arts

“Untitled”

Alicia Garza

12th grade

Visual Arts

  

MISSION STATEMENT

HSPVA FRIENDS is a private, nonprofit organi-
zation supporting the needs of talented young 
Houston artists and special projects at the 
High School for the Performing and Visual Arts.


